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W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Avoy~lles Parish 
As se ssor, a component unit of the Avoyelles Parish Police Jury, as of an d for the year ended December 31, 
2002, as listed in th e table of contents. These gen eral purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of 
the Avoyelles Parish As se ssor. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on th ese financial statem ents based 
on our  audit. 

W e conducted our  audit in accordance with auditing standards and the standards gen erally accepted in 
the United States of Am erica applicable to fmancial audits contained in S 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan an d perform  the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about wheth er the financial statem ents are free of m ater ial m isstatem ent. 
An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, eviden ce supporting the am ounts an d disclosures in the gen eral 
purpose financial statemen ts. An aud it also includes assessing the accoun ting principles used an d sigmficant 
estimates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overa ll general purpose finan cial statem en t 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our  opin ion. 

In our opinion, the gene ral purpose financial statem ents referred to abovc present fairly, in all 
material re spects, th e financial position of the Avoyclles Parish A ssessor, as of Dcc~cmbcr 3 l, 2002, an d the 
re sults of its operations for the year then en ded, in con formity with accounting principles generally accepted 
in th e United States of Am erica. 

In accordance with Govern ment Auditing Stan dards, we have also issued a repO~ dated April 24, 
2003 on our consideration of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor's intern al control over financial reporting an d our  
tests of its complien ce wi th certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is an 
integral part of an  aud it perform ed in accordance wi th  Governm ent Auditing Standards and should be read in 
conjunction wi th this report in considering the results of our audit. 

M arksville, Louisiana 
April 24, 2003 

Kolder, Champagne, Sloven & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accoun tants 
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FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
COM BINED STATEM ENT - OVERVIEW  



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Combined Balance Sheet - Governmental Fund Type and Account Groups 
December 31, 2002 

ASSETS 
Assets: 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Receivables: 
Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Other 

Office furnishings, equipment and vehicle 

Other debits: 
Amount to be provided for retirement of 
general long-term debt 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 

Aceounts payable 
Lease payable 

Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
Investment in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved, undesignated 

Total fund equity 

Account Groups 

Governmental General General 

Fund Type Fixed Long-term 
General Fund Assets Debt 

$263,189 $ 

353,658 
60,842 
2,742 

$ 3,705 

3,705 

676,726 

676,726 

235,274 

14,952 

$235,274 $ 14,952 

235,274 

235,274 

$ 
14,952 

14,952 

Tota ls 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$263,189 

353,658 
60,842 
2,742 

235,274 

14,952 

$930,657 

$ 3,705 
14,952 

18,657 

235,274 
676,726 

912,000 

Total liabilities and fund equity $680,431 $235,274 $ 14,952 $930,657 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 

M arksville, Louisiana 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - 

Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - 
Governmental Fund Type - General Fund 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

Revenues: 
Intergovernm ental revenues - 

Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Tax roll fees 

Interest incom e 

Inform ational services 
Other 

Total revenues 

Expenditures: 

Current - 

Personnel services and 
and related benefits 

Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 

Capital outlay 

Total expenditu res 

Excess of revenues over 
expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statement, 

Budget Actual 

$389,152 
88,146 
9,249 
10,000 

350 

496,897 

376,047 

44,850 

19,000 
57,000 

496,897 

666,402 

$393,745 
91,043 
9,249 
10,413 

725 
35 

505,210 

376,827 
44,952 

17,642 
55,465 

494,886 

10,324 

666,402 

Variance- 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 4,593 
2,897 

413 
375 
35 

8,313 

(780 
(102 
1,358 
1,535 

2,011 

10,324 

$ 666,402 $ 676,726 $10,324 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) - 
General Fund 

Year Ended December 31, 2002 

Current: 

Personnel services and related benefits - 
Salaries: 

A ssessor 

Deputy Assessors 
Allowance 
Other 

Group insurance 
Pension 

Total personnel services and 
related benefits 

Operating serv ices - 
Professional fees 
Insuran ce 

Unemployment benefits 
Telephone 

Travel and conference 
Equipment an d leas e expense 

Total operating services 

M aterials and supplies - 
Offi ce supplies and expense 
Postage and shipping 
Automobile supplies and maintenance 
Dues and subscriptions 
Uniform s 

Total m aterials an d supplies 

Capital outlay- 
Offi ce equipment 
M apping system 

Total capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

$ 77,844 
171,397 
7,784 

7,750 
77,000 
34,272 

376,047 

20,000 
3,250 

2,100 
5,500 
4,000 
10,000 

44,850 

10,500 
2,000 
1,500 
3,500 
1,500 

19,000 

12,000 
45,000 

57.000 

Var iance - 
Favorable 

Actual (Unfavorable) 

$ 77,844 
171,383 
7,784 
9,335 
76,112 
34,369 

$ - 
14 

(1,585) 
888 

(97) 

376,827 (780) 

22,178 
3,300 
2,131 
4,775 
3,349 
9,219 

44,952 

9,476 
1,632 
1,631 
3,402 
t,501 

17,642 

11,108 
44,357 

55,465 

(2,178) 
(50) 
(31) 
725 
651 
781 

(102) 

1,024 

368 

(131) 
98 

(1) 
1,358 

892 
643 

1,535 

$496,897 $494,886 $ 2,011 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statem ents 

Summ ary of Significant Accountin~ Policies 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Assessor is 
elected by the voters of the parish and serves a term of four years. The Assessor assesses property, 
prepares tax rolls and submits the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Comm ission as prescribed by law. 

Th e accounting and reporting policies of the Assessor conform to generally accepted 
accounting principles as applicable to govern ments. Such accounting and reporting procedures also 
conform  to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, as  well as any applicable 
requirements set forth by Audits of State and Local Governmental Units, the industry audit guide 
issued by the American  Institute of Certified Public Accountants, and the Louisiana Governmental 
Audit Guide. 

The following is a summ ary of certain significant accounting polieias : 

A. Financial Reoortin~ Entity 

B 

Th ese component unit financial statements only include funds, account groups, 
activities, et cetera, that are controlled by th e Assessor as an  independently elected 
parish official. Control by or dependence on the Assessor was  determ ined on the basis 
of budget adoption, taxing authority, authority to issue debt, election or appointment of 
governing body, or other general oversight responsibility. At Decem ber 31, 2002, there 
were no entities that met the criteria to be considered a com ponent unit of the Assessor. 

Based on the criteria established by the Government Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Assessor is a component unit of the Avoyelles 
Parish Police Jury. The Assessor is fiscally dependent on the Avoyelles Parish Police 
Jury since the Assessor's offices are located in th e Parish Courthouse Building and the 
Avoyelles Parish Police Jury pays the maintenance and utilities. 

As an independently elected official, the Assessor is solely responsible for the 
operations of his office, which includes the hiring or retention of employees, authority 
over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. 

Fund Accounting 

The accounts of the Assessor are organized on the basis of a fund (General 
Fund) and an account group, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. 
Th e operations of the General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, 
are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, 
liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. Compensation received from the 
various taxing bodies, prescribed by formula in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907- 
1908, is accounted for in this fund and general operating expenditu res are paid from 
this fund. 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksviUe, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

C. Fixed Assets and Long-Term Deb 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) 
are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General 
Fund. No depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. Fixed assets are valued at 
historical cost or estimated historical cost if actual historical cost is not available. 
Donated fixed assets are stated at their estimated fair value on the date donated. 
Estimated amounts are immaterial in relation to total fixed assets. 

Long-term debt expected to be financed from governmental funds is accounted 
for in the General Long-Term  Debt Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. 

The account groups are not fu nds. They are concerned only with the 
measurem ent of financial position, not with measurement of results of operations. 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in 
the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 

The Assessor's records are m aintained on a cash basis of account ing. However, 
the General Fund reported in the accompanying financial statements has been 
converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting using the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditu res: 

Revenues 

Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the year 
taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, 
become due in November of each year, an d become delinquent on January 1~t of the 
following year, The tax es ar e generally collected in December, January, and February  
of the fiscal year. 

Other intergovernmental revenues and charges for services are recorded when 
the Assessor is entitled to the funds. 

Interest on interest-bear ing deposits is recorded or accrued as revenues when 
earn ed. All other revenues are recorded when received. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, except that accumulated unpaid 
vacation and sick pay are not accrued. Purchases of various operating supplies are 
regarded as expenditures at the time purchased. 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Budget Practices 

The Assessor prepares a budget for the General Fund on the modified accrual 
basis of accounting. The budget is advertised in the official parish newspaper; a public 
hearing is conducted and the budget is adopted and filed. Notices of availability

, 

adoption of budget, et cetera, are published. Budget amounts included in the 
accompanying financial statements include original adopted budget amounts and a 
subsequent amendment. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each year. 

Interest-Bearing Deposits 

Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. 

G. Vacation and Sick Leave 

Employees of the Assessor earn vacation as follows: 

One year or less of service 
Two year s or m ore of service 

1 week 
2 weeks 

Vacation leave must be used in the year in which it was  earned and any unused 
vacation leave cannot be carried forward to subsequent years. 

Sick leave with pay is set at 12 days per year. Extended sick leave due to 
extensive hospitalization or fam ily tragedies may be granted at the Assessor's discretion 
providing there is no sick leave or annual leave available. Sick leave may be 
accumulated. At term ination or retirement, em ployees are paid for vacation leave 
accum ulated during the current year; however

, sick leave is not paid. At December 31, 
2002, the Assessor has no material accumulated leave benefits required to be reported 
in accordance with GASB Statement No. 16, "Accounting for Compensated 
Absences". 

H. Total Column on Balance Sheet 

Uncollectible amounts due from taxpayers are recognized as bad debts once 
management determ ines that the account will not be collected. 
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Encum brances 

AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other 
com m itments for the expenditure of m onies are recorded in order to reserve that 
portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Assessor as an 
extension of form al budgetary integration in the funds. 

K. Use of Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assum ptions that 
affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets 
and liabilities at the date of th e financial statements and the reported amounts of 
revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from 
those estimates. 

Cash and ]nterest-Bearin~ Deoosits 

Under state law, the Assessor may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under 
the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the United 
States. The Assessor may invest in certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under 
Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At Decem ber 31, 2002, the 

Assessor has cash and interest-bearing deposits (book balances) totaling $263,189: 

These deposits are stated at cost, which appro ximates market. Under state law, these deposits 

(or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insuran ce must at all times equal the am ount on deposit with th e fiscal agent bank. These 
securities ar e held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is 

mutually acceptable to both parties. Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 2002, are 
secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Secured by: 

Federal deposit insurance 

Pledged securities (Category 3) 

Total 

$264,925 

$100,000 
164,925 

$264,925 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Pledged securities in Category 3 include uninsured or unregistered investments for which the 
securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust departm ent or agent, but not in the Assessor's 
name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) Louisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory  requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell 
the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the Assessor that the fiscal agent has failed 
to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

Ad Valorem Taxes 

Pursuant to Act 174 of 1990, Louisiana Revised State Statue 47;1925.2 created a special 
assessment district to provide ad valorem taxes revenue to fund the Assessor's office. 

Ad valore m taxes attach as an  enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each year. 
During the current fiscal year, taxes were levied in June and billed to the taxpayers by the Avoyelles 
Parish Sheriff in N ovember. Billed taxes are due by December 31, becom ing delinquent on Jan uary I 
of the following year. The taxes are based on assessed values determ ined by the Avoyelles Parish 
Tax Assessor and are collected by the Sheriff. 

Ad valorem taxes are budgeted and recorded in the year levied and billed. For the year ended 
Decem ber 31, 2002, special assessment district taxes were levied at the rate of 5.57 m ills on property 
with assessed valuations totaling $117,270,730. 

Total special assessment district tax es levied during 2002 were $653,209 of which $264,057 
was excluded due to homestead exemption. Tax es receivable at December 3 I, 2002, were $353,658. 

Chan~es in General Fixed Assets 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows: 

Balance, December 31,2001 

Additions 
Deletions 

Balance, Decem ber 31, 2002 

Chan ~,es in Lon~,-term Debt 

A summ ary  of notes payable transactions follows. 

Notes payable, December 31, 2001 
Debt issued 
Principal payments 

Notes payable, December 31, 2002 

10 

$185,714 
55,465 

(5,905) 
$235,274 

$ 22,428 

(7,476) 
$ 14,952 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

The note payable (current and long-term portion) at December 31, 2002 is financed with the 
General M otors Acceptance Corporation and is as follows: 

GM AC - $22,428 non-interest bearing note dated December 27, 2001. Final maturity 
date December 27, 2004. $14

,952 

follows 
The annual requirements to amortize the note outstanding at December 31, 2002 is as 

Period Ending 
December 31, 

2003 

2004 

Pension Plan 

Principal Interest Total 

$ 7,476 
7,476 

$ 7,476 
7,476 

$14,952 $ $14,952 

Substantially alI employees of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor's office are m em bers of the 
Assessors' Retirement Fund ("System"), a multiple-employer, public employee retirement system 
(PERS), controlled and administrated by a separate board of trustees. The System provides 
retirem ent, disability and death benefits to plan members and their beneficiar ies. 

Plan members are required to contribute 8 percent of their annual covered salary to the 
system while the Assessor is required to contribute the statutory  rate of 10.75 percent of the total 
annual covered salary which increased to 14% in October 2002. The Assessor's contribution to the 
system for the year ended December 3l, 2002 was $34,369, equal to the required contribution. 

A publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplemental financial information may be obtained by writing to the LA. Assessor's Retirem ent 
Fund, P.O. Box 14699, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-4699. 

Other Post-emt~lovment Benefits 

Continuing health care benefits are provided for those retired employees who reached the 
normal retirement age while employed by the assessor. The benefits for retirees and sim ilar benefits 
for active employees are provided through an  insurance com pan y with the monthly prem ium s being 
paid solely by the assessor. The assessor recognizes the cost as  an expenditure when paid during the 
year. 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M arksville, Louisiana 

Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 

Deferred Com pensation Plan 

During the year 2002 the Avoyelles Parish Assessor's offi ce implem ented a deferred 
com pensation plan for its em ployees. The em ployees contribute m onthly to this plan in the am ount of 
their choice. The employer m atches up to 2% of each em ployees contribution. Em ployee 
contributions amounted to a total of $4,892, and the employers contributions totaled $3,634. 

Expenditures of the Assessor Paid by the Avovelles Parish Police Jury 

The Avoyelles Parish Police Jury provided the offi ce space and utilities for the Assessor's 
offi ce for the year ended December 31, 2002. These expenditures are not reflected in the 
accom panying financial statem ents. 

Investm ent in M an oina System 

The Avoyelles Parish A ssessors offi ce is in the process of developing a com puterized 

mapping system with Gulf Engineers & Consultants (GEC). The estimated cost of the mapping 
system is approxim ately $136,696. Payment is made as the services are rendered. As of December 
31, 2002 $47,340 consisting of $2,983 spent on a computer an d printer, and $44,357 spent on the 
services to establish the computerized mapping system . The system is estim ated to be 70%  com plete 
as of December 31, 2002. After the system is complete, it is estimated that once a year it will be 
updated for the land parcels bought an d sold. 

N ew Reoortin~ Stan dar d 

In June 1999, the Governmental Accounting Standard Board (GASB) issued Statement 34 
"Basic Financial Statements and M anagement's Discussion and Analysis for State and Local 
Govern m ents." This Statement establishes new financial reporting requirements for state and local 
governm ents throughout the United States. W hen im plem ented, it will require new inform ation and 
restructure much of the information that the governments have presented in the past. Com parability 
with  reports issued in all prior year s will be affected. The Assessor is required to im plement this 
standard for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004. The Assessor has not yet determ ined the full 
im pact that adoption of GASB Statem ent 34 will have on the financial statem ents. 



COM PLIANCE 

AND 

INTERNAL CONTROL 



C. Burton KOlder, CPA" 
Russell F. Champagne, CPA~ 
V~ct~ R. SJaven, CPA* 
Conrad O. Chapn~n, CPA" 
P. Troy Courville. CPA* 
Gerald A. Thi~ ux, Jr., CPA 

Allen J. LaB~, CPA 
Harry J. CIo=tio, CPA 
Penny AngeHe Scmgglns, CPA 
Christine L, Coustn, CPA 
Mary T, Thibodeaux, CFA 
Kelly M. Doucet, CPA 
Kennetil J. Rachal. CPA 
Cheryl L. Ba~ey, CPA 
Robert S. Carter, CPA 

- A P~or~s=n~r A~ u,l~g corpormJo~ 

KO LDER, CHA M PAG NE
, SLAVEN & CO M PA NY, LLC 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

P.O. Box 531 
Marksville, LA 71351 

Phone (318) 253-9252 
Fax (318) 253-8681 
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W e have audited the financial statements of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor, as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 2002, and have issued our report thereon dated April 24, 2002. W e conducted our audit 
in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller 
General of the United States. 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assuran ce about whether the Avoyellas  Parish Assessor's genera l 
purpose financial statements are free of material m isstatements, we perform ed tests of its compliance with 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct 
and material effect on the determ ination of finan cial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such 
an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncomplian ce that are required to be reported 
under Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control Over Finan cial Renorting 

In plan ning an d perform ing our audit, we considered the Avoyelles Parish Assessor's internal control 
over finan cial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purp ose of expressing our 
opinion on the general purp ose financial statements an d not to provide assuran ce on the intern al control over 
financial reporting. Our consideration of the intern al control over financial reporting would not necessar ily 
disclose all matters in the intern al control over financial reporting that m ight be material weaknesses. A 
material weak ness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the intern al control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatements in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited m ay occur an d not be detected 
within a timely period by employees in the norm al course of performing their assigned functions. W e noted 
no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting an d its operation that we consider to be 
material weaknesses. 
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MOt f, aa City, LA 70380 
Ph~e (985) 384-2020 
F~ (985) 384-3020 

408 W Ctmon Smmet 
Ville Platte, LA 70586 
Ph0~~ (337) 363-2792 
Fax (337) 363.3049 

332W. $ixth Avem~ 
Oberlia, LA70655 
Ph~ (337)639~t737 
F~ (337)639d568 

200 S~ th Main Street 
Abbevill~, LA 7051 I 
Pho~l~ (357) 893.7944 
F~ (337) 893.7946 



 

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Assessor, others within the 
organization, and the Avoyelles Parish Police Jury. However, this report is a matter of public record and its 
distribution is not lim ited. 

M arksville, Louisiana 
April 24, 2003 

Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Company, LLC 
Certified Public Accountants 



 


